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index is a valuable feature. Frequently condensation has been 
carried to such an extent that treatment has been entirely omitted. 
It is difficult, therefore, to see the value of such a hand-book, which, 
from its many ommissions, becomes unsatisfactory for reference, 
and untrustworthy for study. As the “latest out” and at a low 
price, it might, however, have some vogue in Germany, but in this 
country this demand can be supplied in other and better ways. 

E. B. K. 


Uber Laparo und Thorokoskopie. By H. C. Jacobaeus, M.D., 

Privat-dozent in Stockholm. Pp. 170; 5 tables and 1 illustration. 

Wurzburg: Curt Kobitzsch, 1913. 

Although Kelling as early as 1902 directed attention to the 
feasibility of examination of the closed body cavities, especially 
the peritoneal, by the use of electrically lighted instruments, the 
author of this monograph must be classed as the true pioneer from 
the stanpoint of modern practicability. He has divided his energy 
between examinations of the abdominal and thoracic cavities, and 
after detailing the technique, which is very simple to one at all 
familiar with endoscopy, states the indications for the procedure, 
claiming that not infrequently the method could and should be 
adopted for the exact diagnosis of obscure or uncertain pathological 
lesions of the abdomen and thorax. The author narrates in detail 
the histories and findings in 140 cases examined in this manner, 
and has succeeded in establishing the differential diagnoses in the 
following conditions: cirrhosis of the liver. Pick’s disease, syphilitic 
liver, congestion of the liver, tuberculous peritonitis, abdominal 
tumors, acute and chronic exudative pleuritis, thoracic empyema, 
and artificial pneumothorax. The work is supplemented by tables 
showing very excellent photographic and colored drawings of the 
pathological structures studied. B. A. T. 


Diseases of Women. By Thomas George Stevens, M.D., B.S., 
F.R.C.S., M.R.C.P., Obstetric Surgeon, with charge of out¬ 
patients, St. Mary’s Hospital, Paddington. Pp. 431; 202 illus¬ 
trations. London: University of London Press. 

In this book Dr. Stevens has given us his ideas based upon ten 
years’ experience as a clinician and a teacher of gynecology. The 
subject matter has been classified according to a compromise be¬ 
tween clinical manifestations and purely pathological processes. 
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REVIEWS 


The later theories of the physiology of menstruation and the dis¬ 
orders of this function are given fully. Here as throughout the 
book all controversial points are impartially discussed. 

A section is devoted to the anomalies of pregnancy, the patho¬ 
logical results of which are commonly met with in gynecological 
practice. An interesting and helpful chapter is included on the 
general conditions associated with pelvic disorders and the relation 
of these conditions to gynecological diagnosis. 

Newgrowths of the generative system are considered at length. 
The author mentions but does not recommend x-ray or radium 
therapy in the treatment of fibroid tumors of the uterus. The 
advantages and the technique of the Wertheim Operation for carci¬ 
noma of the cervix are concisely presented. The necessity of a 
thorough pelvic examination for the early diagnosis of possible 
malignant disease in cases of irregular uterine hemorrhage is 
emphasized. 

The author concludes with short but complete chapters on the 
preparation of patients, the after-treatment, and postoperative 
complications of gynecological conditions. 

The book contains a minimum of typographical errors, and it 
should meet with no small measure of popularity. P. F. W. 


Die Goldschmidtsche Irrigations-urethroskopie. By Dr. 

A. Schlenzka. Pp. 99; 24 illustrations and 12 tables (6 in 

color). Leipzig: Dr. Werner Klinkhardt. 

In this masterfully composed little book the author has paid 
an appropriate literary tribute to the memory of his teacher, Dr. 
H. Goldschmidt, of Berlin, the father of “irrigation urethroscopy.” 
It is doubtful if Goldschmidt himself could have presented a more 
complete, systematized, and summary exposition of his crowning 
life-work. 

The author briefly reviews the development of urethroscopy, 
delineating the improvements in construction of anterior, posterior, 
and combined urethroscopes, including the urethrocystoscope. 
The technique of examination is carefully considered and the 
appearance of the normal and pathological urethra accurately 
described. The cuts illustrate well the parts and mechanism of 
the Goldschmidt instruments, and the plates, six of which are in 
color, at the end of the monograph, amply and satisfactorily, 
represent the various views of the urethra in health and disease. 

The final chapters are devoted to a consideration of operative 
treatment, including instillation, electrolysis, ignipuncture, cauteri¬ 
zation, and prostatic incisions, for the performance of which the 
Goldschmidt urethroscope is well equipped and adapted. 

B. A. T. 



